
 

 



 

 
Bulletin for February 16-29, 2020 

 
CALENDAR OF SERVICES & EVENTS 

 

*SUN  2/16/2020   SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON           

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  ++Gula Family (Perpetual) 

            +George & +Anna Polansky (Perpetual) 

 

MON  2/17/2020                      

   6:00 PM   Board Meeting (Rescheduled!) 

 

WED  2/19/2020                      

   8:30 AM   Divine Liturgy (Chapel)  +Mike & +Mary Holliday (Perpetual) 

 

SAT  2/22/2020   SOUL SATURDAY               

   8:30 AM   Divine Liturgy (Chapel)  

        Panachida and Reading of Lists of Departed (Hramoty) 

 

*SUN  2/16/2020   SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT—MEATFARE      

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  +Marlene Roach, by David & Cathy Kudelko 

            +John & +Helen Andras 

            ++Senay Family 

 

*SUN  3/1/2020   SUNDAY OF FORGIVENESS—CHEESEFARE        

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  +Mary Soroka 40th Day, by the Family 

            +Mike & +Ruth Frejik (Perpetual) 

            ++Tom Chuba & Family (Perpetual) 

 

   6:30 PM   Vespers for the Beginning of the Great Fast 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The First Soul Saturday is on February 22. Hramoty envelopes are available in 
the vestibule. Please use them to list the names of your dear departed to be re-
membered on the five Soul Saturdays this year. Return them to Fr. David as soon 
as you can!  
 
The Diocesan Yearbook—ACRY Annual is available for purchase for $12.00 at 
the Showcase. 
 
A Diocesan  Prostopinije  (Plain Chant) Conference is currently being planned.  
In order to assist in arranging such a conference, a survey is being conducted for 
anyone interested in participating.  Please speak with Fr. David if you’d like to 
take the online survey!   
 
Mark your calendar:  Vespers for the Beginning of the Great Fast will be on Sun-
day, March 1 at 6:30 PM. Please make every effort to come and usher in this sol-
emn, holy season with prayer!  The March calendar with the schedule of Divine Ser-
vices for Lent will be available soon. 
 
Sponsorships Available: Please visit our church office if you would like to spon-
sor the Bulletin, Eternal Lamp, Candelabrum, or Coffee Hour. Be sure to clearly 
print all information. 

Join us for a light breakfast a�er services 

on Sunday, March 1st. This will be prepared 

by the Christmas Market organizers to 

thank everyone for their help in making the 

2019 Christmas Market such a success.  

Let’s have a last “hurrah” together before 

Lent begins! 



 

 
Stewardship 

By Dan Hromyak 
 
"For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. - Matthew 5:20 
 
The scribes and Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law and they used this to ele-
vate themselves above the other people. Jesus is clear - it's the love that you have in your 
heart that will get you to heaven. Simply following church rules out of obligation, not love, 
does not put you on the path to heaven. Attending Liturgy  on Sunday and then gossiping 
about a fellow parishioner on the parking lot is an example of a modern day Pharisee. 
 
"But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you..." - Matthew 5:44 
 
Love your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt. But, remember, the foundation of stew-
ardship is prayer. When we are in close communication with God, it opens our heart and it 
turns our attention away from "me" and moves it towards God and others. It allows us to 
have a little more empathy for "our enemy". When we pray for others, even our "enemies", 
maybe it softens their hearts as well. 



 

 

(Last Sunday, Fr. David read and distributed the letter from Metropolitan Gregory about SPF50.  Here 
is a more detailed explanation of this new family ministry!) 
 

What is SPF50? 
 
SPF50 is a resource to help families read Scripture and pray together for 50 minutes each month. This pub-
lication gives recommendations for prayer and reading the Holy Scriptures with the aim of strengthening 
these two pillars of a Christ-centered Orthodox Christian home.  
 
How to Use SPF50 
Using SPF50 is simple. The one-page SPF publication (sent in printed form to the parish and available in 
digital form at acrod.org) and a Bible are all you need to get started. In the publication, you will find sug-
gested prayers and Scripture references to read as a family. Using SPF can be as simple as sitting in your 
living room and passing the Bible to one another as each takes a turn reading. It can be as simple as stand-
ing before an icon in your home and saying a prayer together. 
 
The aim of this ministry is to help families learn to love praying and reading the Word of God together, and 
to create the atmosphere for the Lord to inspire and work in the family’s life. This is not a classroom, so 
parents do not have to assume the role of teacher—Christ is the Teacher. Parents and children alike read the 
Bible and learn from it. If family members have questions or want to engage in discussion after reading 
together, this is encouraged, but not required. For those who wish to delve deeper, the SPF publication and 
website may include explanations of the Scripture passages, questions to help your family think about what 
it just read together, and other helpful resources. 
 
Support in SPF50 
As easy as SPF50 may seem, families can still face challenges. An essential component of SPF50 is the 
support network within your parish and throughout the Diocese. Families supporting other families in this 
endeavor is important. Parishes supporting their families in this endeavor is important. We are asking fami-
lies and parishes to do four things to help:  
 
Each family is asked to fill out a Commitment Card and return it to their priest. This is an essential part of 
securing and maintaining support, and helping your family remain faithful to its promise. The Commitment 
Card will be included in the first publication of SPF50.  
 
Every parish Priest is asked to make the SPF50 publication available to all families with children in the 
parish. The publication will be sent in a printed form to each parish and will be available digitally on the 
Diocesan website acrod.org. (Look for the SPF logo.) 
 
Every parish is asked to set time aside each month during which the families committed to SPF50 can meet 
for fellowship and support. That support may come in the form of sharing stories about what they are read-
ing; by asking each other questions; through a prayer service; socializing; and even a brief monthly “check 
in” after Sunday Liturgy. Every parish’s circumstances are different. The essential part is rendering support 
by meeting together. We draw strength from being together with one another and we are encouraged when 
others are involved in the same struggle as we are. 
 
Each family and parish is asked to submit pictures to spf@acrod.org of their family and parish engaged in 
SPF50. These pictures will be posted on the Diocesan Website as a show of support for one another around 
the Diocese. The pictures might be of a parish monthly get-together or they might be of a family reading 
Scripture together. The pictures are not meant to show-off, but are meant to offer encouragement to one 
another.  
 
 



 

 

Sick Calls can be made at any time. Please phone the rectory 
(724-346-4457) when a family member is admitted to the hospi-
tal, or to request a home visit. Hospitals do not call to alert the 
parish when someone is admitted. 
 

Marriages are solemnized on Saturdays or Sundays. Circumstanc-
es may require a dispensation from the diocesan bishop. Consult 
the pastor at least six months in advance and before any plans 
have been made for the wedding reception. Marriages cannot be 
celebrated during the fasting seasons of the church, or on Fridays. 
 

Baptisms are usually scheduled on Saturdays or Sundays. Consult 
the pastor. Two godparents (godfather and godmother) are re-
quired, at least one of whom must be a practicing Orthodox Chris-
tian in good standing at an Orthodox parish, and the other (at 
least) a practicing, baptized Christian. 
 
 
 

Church Funerals are, under ordinary circumstances, provided for 
practicing Orthodox Christians who are current in their spiritual 
and material obligations to the parish; otherwise, the funeral 
service is conducted at the funeral home. The Church does not 
permit cremation. 
 

Parishioners in “good standing” are those Orthodox Christians 
who, as members of Saint John’s Orthodox Church, strive to live 
according to the teachings of the Orthodox Church; participate in 
the life of the parish through regular church attendance, regular 
reception of Holy Communion and periodic Holy Confession (and 
receive these sacraments no less than once a year); if married, 
having been married in the Orthodox Church; and financially sup-
port the parish (especially through an annual “pledge”).  
 
Prospective members and returning members are asked to fill out 
an application form, copies of which are available in the church 
office. 

Like Us on Facebook 

facebook.com/SaintJohnHermitagePA 
 

Follow Us on Instagram 

instagram.com/saintjohnhermitagepa 
 

Stay up-to-date on happenings throughout our Diocese 

Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org 

Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews 

Sacramental and Membership Information 

SAINT JOHN’S ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

3180 Morefield Road • Hermitage, PA 16148 
Office: 724-981-0571 • Rectory: 724-346-4457  

Fax: 724-308-6615 • Website: www.stjohnacroc.org 
 

Clergy: 
Rev. Father David Mastroberte 

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka 
Rev. Deacon John Anderson 

 
A Parish of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese—Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 



 

 

March 2020 Pirohi Order Form 
Order Deadline:  Sunday, March 1, 2020 

(724) 981-0571 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ______________________ 
 
 
____ Potato-Cheese Pirohi @ $8.00/dozen 

 
 ____ Butter Only 
 
 ____ Butter and Onions (on the side) 
 
 
Total Amount Due:    $_______ 
 

Pick-Up on Friday, March 6, 2020 
12:00 Noon—2:00 PM 

 
Doors Open at Noon. 

M !"# S $% 
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Please add your name 

to the sign-up sheet 
in the Hall! 

 
Wed., March 4 

at 1:00 PM 
(Hall setup; Potato prep) 

 
Thurs., March 5 

at 6:00 PM 
(Filling prep) 

 
Friday, March 6 

at 8:00 AM 
(Pirohi Making and Sale) 

 
Thank you in advance 

for your help! 
 

Get Your Orders in by 
March 1st! 

(We’re serious.) 

We express our condolences to Reader 

Gregory and Debbie Cross at the passing 

of Greg’s father, George.   

Blessed repose—Eternal memory!  



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

   February 19 John Anderson    
   February 22 Margie Sirb   
   February 22 Gregory Cross    
   February 23 Ron Figiel   
   February 25 Mary Chupak   
   February 25 Steven Kudelko    
   February 25 Dorothy Patrick    
   February 26 Janet Kretchek   
   February 27 Dolores Christy    

       E+%!, $ L ./ S/',0'! 
 

                     February 16 
             

In honor of husband  

                    Gregory Cross’s 
                  birthday February, 22 

 

           By: Debbie Cross 

     M%, +' H'$(  
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February  23 
                         

                        John Moon 
John Parimuha 

      Tom Patrick 
      Dan Ristvey 
      Joel Ristvey 

 
 

 March 1  
 

     Matt Ristvey 
 Tom Ristvey 
 Pete Roman 
 Steve Saluga 
 Milan Shumkaroff 

     C'99%% H')! S/',0'! 
 

                  February 16 
             

Eleanor Cooper & Daniel Corridori                              

          Happy Belated 
      Birthday wishes to  
          Randy Martin  

     H //= W%((&,> A,,&@%!0 !=                                      

               
                          February 20 
             

                  

            Renee & Ken Maceyko                             


